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Refuge Hunters Enjoy a Successful Turkey Season

The 2018 Iroquois NWR turkey season turned out to be a pretty good one for several of our hunters. Five turkeys were
harvested during the month of May on the refuge. This was a marked improvement over last year’s total of zero turkeys
harvested. Fifty-seven hunters received permits to hunt during the regular spring turkey hunt and four young hunters
participated in the youth turkey hunt on the refuge. Many hunters remarked that they encountered several young gobblers;
8o next year’s season could be even better. (Contact: Paul Hess)

Asian Carp eDNA Monitoring Conducted in Lake Erie

The Lower Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Conservation Office (FWCO), in cooperation with the states of New York and
Pennsylvania, and the Service’s Midwest Region conducted its annual environmental DNA (eDNA) monitoring for Asian
Carp in high risk tributary mouths and harbors of Lake Evie during the week of May 7th. This is part of a basin-wide
program to prevent the invasive bighead and silver carps from entering the Great Lakes. The Lower Great Lakes Aquatic
Invasive Species Program staff used its mobile eDNA laboratory to extract DNA from the water samples. More
information on this monitoring effort can be found at:

hitps://fws.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index. html 2appid=bbic15be82f3421a94ac291ed004a531

(Contact: Theodore Lewis)

Iroquois NWR is Packed with Free Interpretative Programming
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expanded this year to fill most Saturdays with an array of activities for all age
groups to enjoy. Programs offered to date include: Winter Birding,
Environmental Sustainability: Native Plants in Urban, Suburban, & Rural
Landscapes, Birding by Car, Spring Waterfowl ID, Guide to Nature
Photography, An Evening of Bugs & Bats, Birding for Spring Migrants, Herps
on the Refuge!, Raising Healthy Monarchs, Pond Study, Bald Eagle Watch,
and a Canoe Trek. A total of 364 visitors came to the refuge, often through cold
and rainy (and occasionally snowy) weather, to enjoy these awesome activities.
Iroquois Observations will continue through the year with at least one activity
scheduled per month. (Contact: Kathryn Brenner)

Studying Prey Fish to Help Restore Lake Trout

The Lower Great Lakes FWCQO, in partnership with U.S. Geological Survey, New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation, and Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, took part in the first lake-wide effort to document
larval coregonines (freshwater whitefish or Cisco, and Bloater) in Lake Ontario. The Lower Great Lakes FWCO fielded two
crews that sampled several historic areas where coregonine spawning is suspected to occur. Coregonines were historically
the native prey food for Lake Trout, and are the key link to restoring the Lake Trout recreational fishery.

In addition, scientists from the Northeast Fishery Center and the Lower Great Lakes FWCO attended a 1-day workshop on
Lake Ontario Cisco Research, at Cornell University’s field station at Shackleton Point, NY on Lake Ontario. Discussion
topies focused on cisco restoration and ecology including spawning habitat, early survival and recruitment, population
genetics, assessment, and ecology and implications to food webs. (Contact: Dr. Dimitry Gorsky)
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Congratulations to 2018 Legends Award Winner

Denise Clay, Fish Biologist with the Lower Great Lakes FWCO, was selected as the
Service’s recipient of the 2018 Legends Award established by the Outdoor Recreation
Roundtable (ORR). The Legends Award program recognizes outstanding Federal
employees for their contributions towards enhancing our Nation's outdoor recreation
programs, connecting people — especially children — and the outdoors, through
innovative programs based upon public/private partnerships. The ORR presented the
Legends and Beacon Awards during Partners Outdoors 2018, May 30-31, in
Washington, D.C. (Contact: Michael Goehle)

Purple Martin Study Continues on Refuge
Ph.D. candidate Heather Williams and her two undergraduate researchers were
out studying purple martin nests on Iroquois NWR during June for a study
entitled “The Parasite Ecology of Cavity Nesting Birds.” Martins can carry a
number of parasites that can cause mortality (especially in the freshly hatched).
The parasites often aren't found on the birds themselves; they are found at the
bottom of the nesting material and will come up to feed (on the birds) during the
night. Don't worry though; these parasites won't feed on you!

This research is done in coordination with the New York State (NYS) Purple
Martin Project. Check out the Friends of Iroquois NWR website for information
on the NYS Purple Martin Project at
http://www.friendsofiroquoisnwr.org/purplemartins/ (Contact: Carl Zenger,
FINWR)

27th Annual Youth Fishing Derby Has Great Success

Iroquois NWR and the Friends of Iroquois NWR had over 70 children
participate is this year’s Youth Fishing Derby at Ringneck Marsh. And
wow, the fish were biting! Trophies and wonderful prizes were handed
out for the largest fish in three separate age classes. The biggest fish of
the day was a 28%” Northern Pike. Kids also participated in a casting
contest with winners taking home a new fishing pole. All kids received a
door prize and a fun day of fishing. Our anglers had a great time
connecting with nature. (Contact: Kathryn Brenner)

Caption: Casting contest winner, first, second, and third place trophy
recipients for catching the largest fish in their age category. Photo
Credit: Celeste Morien

On Saturday, June 9, the Lower Great Liakes FWCO co-hosted with its friends group, The
Great Lakes Experience, the City of Dunkirk's fifth Great Lakes Experience Festival.
Warm weather welecomed about 1,000 visitors from the Chautauqua County area who
enjoyed over 40 local and environmental exhibitors, hands-on activities, live animal displays,
and lots of fun! (Contact: Denise Clay)

Caption: Young Madeline pictured here with Dad was a lucky winner of a fishing pole at
Dunkirk’s Great Lakes Experience Festival 2018 at Memorial Park. (Photo credit: Hector
Rosas, City of Dunkirk)

Sharing Conservation at Newfane Environmental Field Day

Not even rain can keep Newfane from learning and being outside! The Newfane Environmental Field Day at Burt Dam
Fisherman’s Park in Burt, NY was rescheduled for June 14, 2018 after rain had washed out the first scheduled day. There
were six stations that student rotated through including: Watershed Modeling (Cornel Cooperative IExtension), Basic
Fishing (Niagara River Anglers), Dangers to Wildlife (AWARE), Conservation Law Enforcement (NYSDEC), Renewable

Enerﬁ & iou (NYS Deﬁartment of Public Service), and Scats, Tracks, and Furs (USFWS). The kids eni'oied all the
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